Government Project-  Political Parties


Over the next few weeks we will be working on creating our own political parties.  This is going to be an in-depth project with various smaller projects that must be done to the best of the group’s ability.  Most of the project will be done with class time however, if class time is not being used correctly the project deadline will be moved up and class time will be used in other ways.  The goal of the project is to create your own political party and create a candidate to run for a Presidential election.  It will be up to your group to choose this candidate (and understudy/VP).  You will have to make tough decisions on the important issues that impact America today and get your point across to the voters.

Graded Assignments

1st Develop your party- This includes the name of your party, your candidate, and your view points on the issue.  You must turn into Mr. Race an outline of your issues by the due date. (2x)

2nd Begin your Campaign- You have seen an election process in the Candidate and a lot goes into this process behind the scene.  You must come up with several different campaign ads including a slogan, poster, commercial, and a flyer outlining your beliefs.  You either turn these in or present them to the class.  (5x)
3rd  Ads about your competition-  Once we find out about everyone’s views it is up to you to show why your candidate should win.  It is up to you if you stay positive and point out only what you’re going to do better.  Or the more popular way and show what’s wrong with the other candidates.  You will have to act out these commercials or if you are feeling very creative tape one.  (3x)

4th Debate-  We will prepare for an in-class debate focusing on the candidates.  Mr. Race will provide the questions on the issues and you will be able to partially prepare.  It will be up to the group to prepare the candidate with pre written responses.  As this could be make some students nervous make sure you select people that don’t mind being in front of a group and a person who can get their point across.  (4x)

5th Project Review-  In this one page summary you will describe what you did to help your group and what you thought of the process (what went well, what could go better).  You will also be required to rate your group members on how they preformed.  If a group member is not pulling their weight they will be docked on each of the assignments.  (Remember even if your group doesn’t want to give you a low grade for not doing your part Mr. Race will)  (x1)

Issues to focus on in the campaign

Taxes/Budget, Gun Control, War in Iraq and on Terrorism, Immigration, Education, Crime/Drugs, Environment, Foreign Relations, Health Care, Government Control on Business and any other issues that you feel strongly about.
This is a big project that must be done well.  It will be important for the groups to work together even if they don’t always agree on every part of the campaign.  Mr. Race will be around to help out with the questions that come up.  

