Regents U.S. History 

Mr. Race
Course Objective:

This is a survey U.S. history course and will span the time frame from early Native American times thru today.  As a regents course our goal is to pass the course and do well on the regents in June.  However, more importantly each student will learn more about their county and world in which they live.  This course will give each student a better general understanding of American history and current events of our time.

Student Expectations:

· Students are expected to arrive on time and ready to learn each day.  This means not only do you need your supplies for each day but you must also be mentally ready to learn.  So stay AWAKE!!!

· Each day the student will need to bring their materials they need for class.  This will range from writing utensils to their notebook.  This class does have a textbook and that should be brought to class when needed.  Reading materials will be provided and the students must bring these to class.

· Students will be given many handouts throughout the year so they will need to have some type of organization to do well in this class.  There is no mandatory way to keep organized but I will be happy to give you some ideas if you are having a problem.

· In class students will be expected to positively participate in class.  This not only helps learning but also makes the classroom a more enjoyable place to be.  

· Disruptive or disrespectful actions towards students or teachers will not be tolerated.  Therefore, no food or drinks will be allowed in the classroom.  Also if there is a substitute teacher they will be treated with complete respect or they will be harshly dealt with.

· Class time is only part of the learning.  You will be expected to do work outside of the classroom so there will be homework.  This will include various projects and maybe even some studying (scary as that may be).

· You will have work assigned to you on a weekly basis.  Complete the work to the best of your ability and if you need help please see me.  However, whining about having to do work is not needed.

Absences

Of course a few absences may occur, we cannot predict the future.  However, students are expected to be in class if able.  If not they must make up the work they have missed.  If the student is absent for a quiz or test they must be prepared to make it up promptly.  Please be sure to talk to me after an absence or possibly before to see what you’re missing.  Also please note that the district is implementing a new attendance policy which will be a zero tolerance rule stating that the students can only miss a certain number of days for the class.  Every 3 times a student is late to class that will be counted as an absence unless the student has a pass.
Grading Procedures:

· Grading will be done on a point based system, and grade record sheets will be available if students want to keep track of your scores.

· Assignments will be weighted according to their value, generally in the following fashion:

Most worksheets or short written assignments (x1 or x2)

Projects (Varies by length x4-x10)

Essay (Varies by length x3-x4)

Quizzes (x3-x4)

Unit Tests (x7)

· Late assignments will have a 20 point deduction on most assignments for each day late.  After two days the student can get no more then a 50 on that assignment.  Back work may be turned in till the end of each 5 weeks unless previously stated in class.  Of course if students have a valid excuse the student will be given time to make the assignments up.  However, the student MUST talk to me in order to make up work.
· Cheating will not be tolerated.  If I find that cheating has occurred that student will fail that assignment.  If greater measures need to be taken they will and you can expect no leniency on this issue.  

· The student’s grade for this course will be determined by looking at each quarter and the regents 

Teachers Statement:

It is my goal that everyone be successful in this class.  The students will be treated fairly and be given every opportunity to do well.  However, each student must be willing to help themselves.  This means that they must be prepared to work both inside the classroom and out.  They will be asked to use their brains to learn more than just people and dates.  I would also note that the students will be shown many different parts of history and as we know violence and hate have been a part of our history.  Both students and parents should be aware that we will look at some sensitive topics and we will be watching some movies that do show a realistic amount of violence.  However, as these are upper level students they should be able to handle this material as they will have to deal with this as they leave Greene CSD.  Please ask me if you have any questions or problems and I will be happy to answer them.  

Movie list:

We will be watching parts from the movies listed in order to visually reinforce some of the topics that we will look at throughout the year.  

Last of the Mohicans, The Alamo, Glory, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, Legend of the Fall, Saving Private Ryan, Pearl Harbor, and We Were Soldiers

Parent Expectations:

Thank you for taking the time to read through this class outline.  I know that you are busy and your time is limited.  However, I would like to stress how happy I am to be working with the juniors again this year.  Many of the students as juniors already have developed solid work habits and are self starters.  But as we know some students still have problems working to their full potential.  For that, I would ask for any help you can give me.  I only see the students for 40 minutes a day and in that time we are normally dealing with numerous issues.  So if possible please be aware of a number of ways that you can keep track of your student’s performance.  The district will provide each parent or guardian with login codes to view grades and assignments on the district website.  Also the progress reports and report cards are still viable ways to gauge what your son or daughter performance in class.  In my experience there are two ways to fail this course.  One is attendance which has been discussed earlier.  The other way they are failing this course is if they are not completing their assignments in full and on time.  On that note you should expect to see the first progress report by the second week of October.  Also please feel free to contact me at krace@greenecsd.org or call the school and they will put you through to me.  Again thank you for your time and together I’m sure we can ensure a successful senior year in U.S. History!

Please detach and return

______________________________________________________________________

PLEASE SHARE THIS WITH YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIANS.

Parents or Guardian signature_____________________________

Student’s signature______________________________

I can be contacted through the school if there are any questions.  Please sign this if you have read and understand the overview.  

